
Orders eviction, damages of nearly $2
million for repeated lease violations 

CRIT’s Trial Court in June ruled that Water
Wheel Camp Recreation Area, Incorporated and
Robert Johnson, its owner and operator, can be
evicted from the property by CRIT.

In addition, the Trial Court ordered Water
Wheel and Johnson to pay nearly $2 million in
damages and reimbursement of CRIT’s legal fees
for violating the terms of his lease, not vacating
the property when the lease expired, not
submitting lease payments to CRIT and not
paying CRIT revenues generated by the property
as stipulated in the lease. 

The Court found that CRIT was correct in
arguing that Water Wheel and Johnson had not
paid sufficient — and for the past few years, any
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Feds reinforce CRIT’s landholdings in CA

CRIT Library expands, upgrades

The CRIT Library has been extensively
renovated, with the work wrapping up as of
press time and the library scheduled to re-open
to Tribal members in the first week of August. 

The Library was awarded a State Grants-in-
Aid Grant in the amount of $50,000 for
construction, and CRIT matched the amount.
RezWorks Construction was the contractor.

Renovation activities included:
• Converting the restrooms into

handicapped accessibility.
• Extending and changing the front

entryway.
• Expanding space for the children's area,

Please see RULING, Page 12

Department of Justice: Reservation
boundaries clearly include California

The U.S. Department of Justice has once
again confirmed the Federal Government's long-
standing position that the CRIT reservation
boundaries spread into California. 

In a letter from the Department of Justice to
Congresswoman Mary Bono Mack, the
Department of Justice states that if any residents
leasing CRIT land in California “wish to continue
to occupy this land, they must have a valid lease
and make payments pursuant to that lease.”

CRIT and the Federal Government have long
agreed that the CRIT Reservation’s boundaries
stretch into California, and include lands being
leased from the Tribes by private individuals. 

Some of these private individuals, in what
CRIT Tribal Chairman Daniel Eddy, Jr. has
characterized as a “land grab,” have recently
disputed CRIT’s boundaries, despite agreeing to
lease property from the Tribes and
acknowledging CRIT’s authority at the time. 

The DOJ letter is another example of how
Federal law and legal interpretations have
continually found that CRIT’s boundaries are not

in dispute, and include areas of California. 
“The long-standing position of the United

States, as set forth in an order of the Secretary of
the Department of the Interior and in filings
before the U.S. Supreme Court, is that the
Reservation extends past the west bank of the
Colorado (River) into the State of California,”
the Department’s letter stated.

Eddy, Jr. said that the letter is yet another
confirmation of what has been virtually
indisputable for more than 100 years — that the

CRIT wins legal
ruling in Water
Wheel lease case

Please see BOUNDARY, Page 5

(Top) Construction workers renovate the entrance to
the CRIT Library. (Left) Elvira Baily-Holgate packs
books to be moved to new areas of the facility.

Please see LIBRARY, Page 12
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News & Information From Your Tribal Council

Legal ruling, DOJ letter
reinforce what CRIT’s
people already knew

In a way, the CRIT Trial Court ruling on
the Water Wheel lease dispute and the
opinion letter on CRIT’s boundaries by the
Department of Justice create a sense of
vindication for our people. 

But in other ways, they simply confirm
some basic truths that we already knew. 

CRIT has always endeavored to be a
responsible business partner with outside
entities. We understand how important it is to
work with non-Tribal entities to help improve
our quality of life. We do this every day with
hundreds of enterprises. 

And, one of our greatest assets is the
CRIT Reservation’s proximity to the
Colorado River. Our lands are not only a
great place to live for Tribal members, but for
thousands of non-members as well. 

And so CRIT has welcomed new residents
with open arms, simply asking them to
conduct their business in an honest way and
to live up to the agreements they sign with
our Tribes and our people. 

It’s not a difficult concept to grasp. 
Unfortunately, some residents and

businesspeople — including the owner of the
Water Wheel resort in California — have
failed to live up to their agreements, and
challenged our right to our very own lands. 

CRIT and its people knew that these
challenges were without merit. And we simply
wanted to exercise our rights to seek
remedies against people who would rather
challenge the facts than pay their rents. 

In the Water Wheel case, the CRIT Trial
Court ruled in the Tribes’ favor, and ordered
the owner of Water Wheel to pay $2 million
to the Tribes in damages. 

And in the case of CRIT’s boundaries, the
Federal Department of Justice issued an
opinion letter stating — again — that CRIT’s
California lands are, indeed, CRIT’s
California lands. 

Hopefully, these issues will soon go away.
But if they do not, CRIT will continue to
work tirelessly to protect its lands and the
interests of its people. And we will continue
to exercise our rights to enforce the terms of
our business agreements. 

But then again, those who would
challenge us probably already knew that. 

DDaanniieell EEddddyy,, JJrr..
CChhaaiirrmmaann

EEllddrreedd EEnnaass
VViiccee CChhaaiirrmmaann

DDaapphhnnee HHiillll--
PPoooollaaww,, TTrreeaassuurreerr
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TTaahhbboo,, SSeeccrreettaarryy
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FFeerrnnaannddoo ““BBoo””
FFlloorreess

The CRIT Tribal Council has made some
significant changes to tribal codes, or laws,
designed to provide additional protection to
children in need. 

The Tribal Council voted to repeal Article 1
of the Tribes’ Domestic Relations Code and
replace it with a new Children’s Code. 

The changes to the code provide CRIT
officials with increased ability to access resources
for social and behavioral care, to hold parents to
a higher standard in situations with children in
need, and to serve the needs of individual
children. 

The new code includes several key changes:
• The new code provides probation officers,

police and courts the ability to refer children

and their families to the CRIT Department of
Health Services. This had not been spelled out
in the previous codes, and increases the ability
of children and families to access key services. 

• It also establishes a Diversion Program to
allow children to be removed from the court
system and instead receive social and behavioral
health services. 

• The code includes new standards for
parental responsibility and accountability, and
allows Tribal courts and officials to hold families
to those standards. 

• And, the codes have been updated and
modernized to reflect how the practice of
serving troubled children has changed and
evolved over time.

CRIT makes changes to laws protecting kids

Guest Column By Professor Nelson Rose
Gaming Law Expert

The federal Court of Appeals has declared
that, at least for labor law, tribal casinos are to
be treated exactly the same as casinos that are
owned by private citizens. 

In other words, a tribal casino is not part of
a government, but merely just another privately
owned business.

At a minimum, this means that federal labor
law applies to all employees at Indian casinos.
This includes the laws surrounding the right to
unionize, the major issue of dispute in the fight
over new compacts in California.

At the maximum, the case could result in
the virtual end of tribal sovereignty. Courts
would never openly declare that tribes are not
sovereign governments. 

Instead, using this decision, they could find
that almost every federal and state statute and
regulation applies to Indian casinos and any
other tribal business that is not limited to
members of that tribe. 

The case began with a dispute between two
labor unions at San Manuel’s Indian Bingo and
Casino. But the major question became whether
the tribe’s casino is even subject to the nation’s
labor laws. In a long, detailed decision, the
Court ruled that it is.

The court focused on the facts that most of
the patrons and even employees were not
members of the tribe, casinos are not a
traditional part of Indian life, and the gaming
operation was only a way to raise money, and not
an essential part of the tribe’s self-government. 

The court then declared a fundamental
change in the way courts will decide if a law
applies to a tribe.

It is well-established that tribes have
sovereignty. This includes the right to be exempt
from federal and state laws and not to be sued
without their consent. Tribes can voluntarily give
up some of their sovereignty, as they often do
when signing contracts.

Tribal sovereignty can also be taken away by
Congress. Until now, courts have held that this
can only happen if there is an express statement
by Congress limiting a tribe’s sovereignty. This
Court ruled that the express statement is
required only when a federal or state law will
interfere with a tribe’s government functions. In
all other cases, outside laws apply to Indians,
unless there is clear indication they are exempt.

So, the law has been turned on its head. It
used to be that tribes were safe in assuming a
law, say the requirement that casinos report
large cash transactions to the U.S. Treasury, did
not apply to them because there was no express
statement that tribes were required to file these
reports. 

Now the assumption has to be the opposite:
All federal and state laws, including all statutes
and regulations, apply to tribal casinos unless
there is an explicit statement in the law itself
that tribes are exempt. 

Tribes are right to be worried. The Court
cited a recent case from California holding that
a state law dealing with political donations
applies to tribes. 

But tribes should be careful about appealing.
The Supreme Court has made it clear that it
hates tribal sovereign immunity. 

This case would give the court the
opportunity to declare that not only all lows, but
also lawsuits, apply to tribes  unless there is a
clear indication otherwise.

Court rules Tribal casino is merely a casino
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Submit now, win in October
First place in the August 2008 Photo

Contest went to Hanna Tiger for her photo
of grandson Malley with a
rubber...something on his head. (above left).
She will receive $100 for her entry.

Second place goes to Ellen Nopah for
her photo of cousin Eli Rasco (below left).
She will receive $50.

Third place goes to Amanda Longoria
for her photos of son Thomas dozing in the
car after a long day (middle right). She will
receive $25 for her entry.

Honorable mentions go to:

• Shaylyn Bedell for her photo of her
daughter Leanna Chavez with racing legend
Robby Gordon in the winner’s circle (top
right).

• Derrick Ameelyenah for his photo of
son Darrius (bottom right). 

The deadline for submissions for the
October issue is September 15. You must be
a tribal member, and no professional
portraits are eligible. 

Send your picture to: Manataba Messenger,
C/O Rose & Allyn, 7144 E. Stetson Drive
Suite 400, Scottsdale, AZ  85251. 

Or, simply e-mail the entry to
feedback@critonline.com.

Summer fun comes to August Photo Contest
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As the Chief of Staff for Governor Janet
Napolitano, Dennis Burke has had his finger on
the pulse of many important issues, including
Native American issues. 

Just before press time, Burke announced that
he was leaving the Governor’s Office for other
pursuits. But before he left, the Manataba
Messenger caught up with Burke on some of those
issues and his plans for the future. 

Q: What are the key issues the Governor's office is
currently working on related to Native Americans in

Arizona?   
A: Governor Napolitano

meets with tribal leaders at least
four times each year and they
discuss a variety of issues.  

Most recently, much of their
focus has been on growth
related issues such as water,
transportation, and development

near reservation boundaries. 
They also regularly discuss health care,

education, and other human service issues. The
Governor's goal is to ensure that tribes are
involved in all of our state decision-making
processes. 

To accomplish this goal, we have developed
tribal consultation policies within our executive
branch agencies and each agency also has a tribal
liaison. 

Governor Napolitano is committed to having
strong and productive relationships with all
Arizona tribes. 

Q; How do you expect Arizona's budget situation
and potential budget cuts to affect Native American
services? 

Some members of the Legislature believe the
best way to fix our state budget difficulties is to
cut vital public services which would have a
significant impact in tribal communities.
Governor Napolitano is working to preserve
funding for essential services for Arizona's
children, elders and families who are struggling
because of our economic downturn.   

Q: The Governor's office has put together a
comprehensive transportation initiative that may be
voted on in November. How would that affect
transportation in rural areas like Parker and the CRIT
reservation? (NOTE: The initiative is currently in
danger of not making the ballot.)

A: If this initiative passes, it will be the first
time that tribes will receive direct funding for
their transportation priorities — a monumental
change from the way state transportation funding
is currently distributed. The initiative reflects our
efforts to address transportation priorities all
across our state including rural areas. It is more
than highways; it includes funding for transit,
vanpools for elders, and other multimodal
transportation options. 

"Options" is an important term because much

of the funding will be distributed locally meaning
local governments will have the resources to
address the transportation priorities they set. 

Q; What are some of the other issues the Governor's
office wants voters to know about going into the
November election?

A: Every vote counts — up and down the
ticket and on all of the initiatives including the
transportation initiative and the state trust land
initiative. Both are vital if we are going to manage
growth effectively. 

The elections this fall present great
opportunities to make lasting and positive
changes for Arizona and our country. Voters in
tribal communities and all across our great state
should vote and let their voices be heard. 

Q: What is your future as it relates to public
service? Some have suggested that you may run for
Attorney General.

A: I have always been dedicated to public
service and have considered elective office in the
past. Indeed, there were recent press reports
listing me as a candidate for Attorney General in
2010.  For now, I am focused on performing the
best I can for the Governor and the State of
Arizona.

Q: If CRIT members have a question or comment
for the Governor's office, who should they contact? 

A: Please contact Marnie Hodahkwen, Policy
Advisor for Tribal Affairs at 602 542 1442 or via
email at mhodahkwen@az.gov .

Governor’s Chief of Staff helps shape, implement policies

The following are some of the jobs
currently open with CRIT, courtesy of the
Human Resources Department. For a full
listing, visit the CRIT tribal web site at
www.critonline.com.

Position: EMT/Firefighter
Department: CRIT Fire
Close date: Open until filled

Position: Revolving Credit Officer
Department: Accounting
Close date: August 21, 2008 at 5 p.m.

Position: Payroll Clerk
Department: Accounting
Close date: Open until filled

Position: Small Engine Mechanic/Welder
Department: CRIT Farms
Salary: $10-13 hourly

Position: Resort General Manager
Department: Administration
Close date: Open until filled

Position: Internal Auditor
Department: Internal Audit
Close date: Open until filled

Position: Permanent Certified Scale Deputy
Department: CRIT Farms
Salary: Depends on experience

Position: Assistant Manager
Department: Aha Quin Mobile Home Park &
Resort
Salary: D.O.E.

Position: Park Maintenance Supervisor
Department: Aha Quin Mobile Home Park &
Resort
Salary: D.O.E.

Position: Maintenance Worker
Department: Aha Quin Mobile Home Park &
Resort
Close date: Open until filled

Position: General Manager
Department: Colorado River Building
Materials
Close date: Open until filled

Position: Office Clerk
Department: Big River Development
Enterprise
Close date: Open until filled

Position: Fitness/Exercise Specialist
Department: Health Services/Special
Diabetes Program
Close date: Open until filled

Position: Caregiver Coordinator
Department: Senior Center
Close date: Open until filled

Position: Community Health Representative
(three positions)
Department: Health Services
Close date: Open until filled

Position: Foster Care Coordinator/Case
Manager
Department: Health Services/Social Services
Close date: Open until filled

Position: Security Guard
Department: Law & Order
Close date: Open until filled

Job descriptions, salary details and
information are at www.critonline.com. To
apply for any of these positions, or for more
information, contact CRIT Human Resources
at 26600 Mohave Road, Parker, 85344, or call
them at (928) 669-1321.

Current CRIT Employment Opportunities

Manataba Messenger Interviews...

DDeennnniiss BBuurrkkee
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Upcoming Events
BlueWater Resort & Casino events

• On August 30, Elvis Pressley tribute artist
Trent Carlini — known as “The Dream King” —
will perform at the BlueWater Resort & Casino
Bingo Hall. 

Carlini is one of the most recognized Elvis
tribute artists today, and was a recent winner of
ABC Television’s “Next Best Thing.” 

Carlini will be performing two shows on
August 30, with the first show at 8 p.m. and the
second show at 10 p.m.  

Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 day-of-
show and are on sale in the Gift Shop.

Dig Lounge schedule

The following groups will be performing in
the Dig Lounge for August and September:

• July 29-August 3 — “Swift Kick,” with a
female fronting a three-piece band specializing
in current dance music along with selections
from the 50s through 90s.

• August 5-10 — “Voo Doo,” with a female
fronting a three-piece band playing Top 40,
dance and classic rock.

• August 12-17 — “Pilot,” with a female
fronting a three-piece band playing Rhythm &
Blues, Top 40 dance, classic rock, old school
and disco.

• August 19-24 — “Daemine,” playing classic
rock, Rhythm & Blues and Top 40 dance.

• August 26-31 — “Swift Kick.”
• Sept. 2-7 — “Big Happy,” with a female

fronting a four-piece band playing classic rock
and variety dance music.

• Sept. 9-14 — “The Crush,” playing hits
from the 70s and 80s, classic rock and dance
music, disco and current alternative dance.

• Sept. 16-20 — “Swift Kick.” 
• Sept. 22-27 — “Pilot.”
• Sept. 30-Oct. 5 — “Suite 33,” a high-energy

variety dance band featuring Top 40 dance and
classic rock.

Wal-Mart closer to groundbreaking

Company in process of selecting its
construction contractor for center

Wal-Mart is currently in the process of
selecting its general contractor for construction
of the center. Once that is done, the construction
itself will begin. 

The contractor is expected to be selected in
the next month, with construction expected to
start later this year or early next year. Wal-Mart
typically has an 8-9 month construction
timeframe, but no specific timeframe has been
given for the Parker center. 

Wal-Mart signed its lease with CRIT and
began sending lease payments to the Tribes
earlier this year. 

The new shopping center will be located
across from the Safeway Center on Highway 95.

“It will be a big day for this community and
for our people when construction on this center
begins,” said Tribal Chairman Daniel Eddy, Jr.
“This center will bring not only shopping into the
community, but jobs and revenue as well.”

As proposed, the new store will be about
100,000 square feet and include groceries and
general merchandise. The center will include a
variety of other stores as well. 

CRIT will be leasing the other parts of the
property so that it has control over the types of
businesses that come into the community and
can secure the revenue streams created from
those stores. Wal-Mart will account for 11 acres of
the 23-acre shopping center site. CRIT will
control the other 12 acres. 

“It’s a significant opportunity for CRIT to
generate revenue for Tribal services and new jobs
for Tribal members,” Eddy Jr. said. 

In addition to creating more shopping
choices for area residents and tribal members,
the economic impact and job creation from the
shopping center will be substantial. 

The new Wal-Mart store will create an
estimated 200 new jobs and up to $400,000 per
year in sales tax revenue for CRIT, which will
help fund youth, elder and other important
Tribal programs. 

CRIT Reservation includes lands in California,
and CRIT has a right to do what it wishes with
those lands. 

“We appreciate the Department of Justice
once again reinforcing what we and the Federal
Government have known for a long time,” Eddy,
Jr. said. 

“It’s unfortunate that after all these years, a
few individuals who are not interested in
upholding their legal agreements with our Tribes
and instead trying to steal land from underneath
us have sought to confuse this matter. 

“The issues here are actually very clear. CRIT
has lands in California that it has leased to

private parties. We expect the terms of those
leases to be honored. And if those terms are not
honored, we will vigorously exercise every right
we have to protect the interests of our people.” 

The letter comes on the heels of a Colorado
River Indian Tribes’ Trial Court ruling last week
that ordered that Water Wheel Camp Recreation
Area, Incorporated and Robert Johnson, its
owner and operator, can be evicted from the
property by CRIT.

In addition, the Trial Court ordered Water
Wheel and Johnson to pay nearly $2 million in
damages and reimbursement of CRIT’s legal fees
for violating the terms of his lease, not vacating
the property when the lease expired, not
submitting lease payments to CRIT and not
paying CRIT revenues generated by the property
as stipulated in the lease. 

BOUNDARY,
From Page 1

The final, approved renderings for the new Wal-Mart center are above. Wal-Mart is selecting a construction
contractor and construction will begin in the coming months. 

Submit your letter to the editor,
announcement or story idea by e-mailing

us at feedback@critonline.com or
visiting www.critonline.com!
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On September 2, La Paz County voters will go to
the polls to decide on local, state and federal elected
offices. The Manataba Messenger invited candidates
for those offices to submit 250-word statements about
themselves so that CRIT members can learn a bit
more about their background, goals and ideas. 

Candidates were also invited to submit a
photograph. Those who responded are included
below. Each race on the ballot is represented. (R =
Republican, D = Democrat, I = Independent, G =
Green Party).

La Paz County Supervisor District 1

Carlos Castro (R)

Eugene M. “Gene” Fisher (D)
My name is Gene Fisher.  My wife, Lori, and I

have lived on the reservation since 1972. I have been
the manager of Sand Hill Farms
since 1974 and I was first elected to
represent District 1 in 1988. 

I have a proven record for
representing District 1. The
following are a few examples:

In 2004, I submitted written
testimony to support the La Paz

Lands being returned to the Tribes. I also told why
the objections from the Town of Parker, the Town of
Quartzsite and my two fellow Supervisors were not
valid objections.

In 1990, I objected to a redistricting plan
supported by the majority of the Board of
Supervisors. Their plan would have put Ehrenberg in
District 1. The United States Justice Department also
refused to approve that plan. District 1 stayed within
the “exterior boundaries of the reservation”.

My fellow Board members concurred with me on a
plan in 2000, that kept District 1 “within the exterior
boundaries of the reservation”. The Justice
Department approved this plan.  

When the State announced its intention to close
our local MVD office, I asked Governor Napolitano for
her support to keep this service in La Paz. I worked
with the CRIT Tribal Council and the State to relocate
MVD into the Industrial Park. The State Legislature
appropriated $500,000 for this project.  

I am asking for your vote on September 2nd and
again on November 4th so I can continue to
represent District 1.  

Sam Heeringa (R)
As a candidate for District 1

County Supervisor, I bring a variety
of experiences that can shape the
progress of La Paz County.

My service as a school
administrator in a variety of settings
over many years has given me
extensive experience in working
with the public. In addition, my career also gives me
an effective working knowledge in goal setting,
human resources, budgeting and grants work. I have
also served as a council member in both Coolidge
and Parker for more than a dozen years and served
as Mayor of Parker for two years. 

The changes I would seek to make as a
supervisor are the following: 

• Set policy and hire highly qualified staff to
administer county departments; 

• Communicate with CRIT, Parker, Quartzsite,
and chambers of commerce in the county on a
regular basis;

• Control spending;
• Create new policies and procedures to avoid

needless lawsuits;

• Work jointly with local governments for
economic development; 

• Help create greater communication at the state
level to improve cooperation with state agencies;

• Enhance tourism;
• Work with all entities in the Colorado River

basis to improve water and environmental resources;
• Improve regional transportation;
• Assist in increasing our countywide medical

facilities and health needs of county residents;
• Stress sound zoning throughout the county;
• Be consistently accessible to constituents.
I am asking for your vote at this critical juncture of

our county. Together we can make a difference.

Jerry Hooper (R)
While serving eight years on the Town of Parkers

Council, I was honored to serve as Mayor, Liaison to
the Streets Committee, and Liaison to the Parks and
Recreation Committee, and am currently serving on
that committee. I served as a board member and as
Chairman on the Joint Venture Board.

Receiving awards of Business Man of the Year in
2003, and Excellence in Public Service in 2000 from
the Parker Area Chamber of Commerce was very
appreciated.

For over thirty years, my family and I owned
Parker Pest Control and I managed the business,
enjoying as excellent workforce. Having sold my
business in 2006, I have the time and my experience
in leadership and business sense to devote to the
citizens of La Paz County.

My background is proof of my character and
sense of community. Openness and honesty in
government is an absolute must, plus respect of
citizens and county employees.

I believe in the strength and leadership of hiring a
qualified County Manager.

Let’s move into the future with a firm belief that
success awaits when the public is heard and
appreciated. The possibilities of the future of La Paz
county are endless. Let’s clear out the problems and
get started on a successful future. I am not a
politician, nor will I become one on this journey. I
choose not to identify the County’s problems in this
venue, but I am very aware and informed and have
been attending Board of Supervisors meetings. I can
be reached at (928) 669-0888.

Andy Jones (D)
Dear Friends,
My name is Andy Jones and I am asking for your

District 1 Supervisor vote.
I am a lifelong resident of the

Parker community and served 10
years in the Air Force. I am married
to Sassy and have four children.
My oldest son scheduled to deploy
to Iraq this September, and is
serving in the Air Force.

Our county’s recent actions prompted me to ask
you for your support. In District 1, the loss of jobs,
poor economic conditions and the damage of the La
Paz County Fair moving to Parker South are directly
linked to our current Supervisor. We can no longer
allow services to our children and elderly to fail.
Foolish county lawsuits only serve to make rich
Phoenix lawyers richer while we get poorer.

As a lifelong resident, I can attest that the good
people of La Paz County, with proper leadership, can
fix our problems. I have worked in government for
most of my life and I believe that we need highly
skilled people to run our county, not politicians. Our
community has the potential to realize better jobs,
better services and a brighter future. Our people can
and will succeed if given the chance. Through

responsible growth, I feel we can create a center of
opportunity that provides jobs, revenues and a better
future we all so desperately deserve.

Please vote for Andy Jones, La Paz County
Supervisor, District 1. www.andyjones.info. 

Thank you.

Duce Minor (R)
Parts of our community are represented by the

Colorado River Indian Tribes Council, the Parker
Town Council, and the La Paz County Board of
Supervisors. Each is charged with many different

duties and responsibilities. Most
important is what they have in
common — the people who live
and work together in our
community. Whether we live in
town or in the valley, we are
affected by the decisions and
actions of these governing bodies. 

Now La Paz County is facing the challenge of an
overwhelming debt. At the same time our community
is dealing with a suffering economy, including severe
layoffs. 

Our future is hanging by a thread. The voters in
District 1 will play a tremendously important role in
deciding if La Paz County continues to move
backward, or starts moving forward.  I see the
position of District 1 Supervisor as a great opportunity
to work with the Tribes and the Town to focus our
collective energy to work on things that we have in
common, the things that make us strong. 

Working together, we can benefit all the people
who call La Paz County home.

There are numerous examples to demonstrate
my experience and proven leadership ability to bring
people together, to work as a team and create
success.  

I’m asking for your vote!  I will be a tough guy on
your behalf, not at your expense!  I welcome any
opportunity to talk with individuals and groups in
District 1 to discuss the future of our community.  Call
(928) 669-0175.    

Sandy Norris Pierce (D)
Some of you know me as

Sandy Pierce and others remember
me as Sandra Norris. Many of you
know my brothers Vernon and
Kerry and my sister Charlotte Holt
Cox. My husband, Kenny, farms in
the valley I am a candidate for the
La Paz County Board of
Supervisors, District 1. I will be on ballot as “Sandy
Norris Pierce.” 

CRIT is a very important element of La Paz
County. CRIT is a major employer along with the
agriculture business in the valley. The Tribal Museum,
Ahakhav Tribal Preserve, Memorial Monument and
BlueWater Resort & Casino are major tourist
attractions that promote Parker as a destination hot
spot for fun in the sun and other activities.

I am committed to Parker and La Paz County. I
am serving on the La Paz County Hospital District
Board and the Parker Area Chamber Board. I was
also the Mayor of Parker. La Paz County is 25 years
old and still an infant when it comes to economic
development. 

We need jobs, we need to expand our tax base
and we need supervisors that will be fiscally
responsible with County funds. Even though being a
candidate for the Board of Supervisors is a political
position, I don’t see it that way. 

I am a candidate because I care about our

Election 2008 — Meet The Candidates
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community and county. It’s about doing the right
thing, making the best decisions that will better serve
and benefit all of La Paz County. Any questions you
may have, please call (928) 575-6721. 

La Paz County Supervisor District 2

John Drum (R)

Roberta Hoffman (D)
Why am I a candidate for the

La Paz County Board of
Supervisors? Because I believe we
are losing our most precious asset,
our young people. We are not
doing enough to encourage new
business and industry to La Paz
County. Our young people are
seeking meaningful employment and careers out of
our county.

We have a broad spectrum of training in place
with Arizona Western College for any type of
business or industry requesting assistance with
special training. We must take advantage of this
valuable asset with a strong economic development
program within the County to bring new business and
industry throughout the County. 

It is important that supervisors represent all of La
Paz County, not just the district they are elected to
represent. Homework on every issue is essential and
all three supervisors working together is vital.

Thirty years of operating my own business,
serving on State and National legislative committees
and boards within the insurance industry, including
four-year Director of the Independent Insurance
Agents of America, Councilperson and Mayor of the
Town of Parker, Past President of Arizona Western
Council of Governments, Director of La Paz Regional
Hospital and Arizona League of Cities and Towns,
has given me the insight and experience needed at
the County Supervisor level.

The decisions our supervisors make in the next
few years will determine the future of La Paz County.
We need strong leadership, vision and focus. I
believe I can help lead La Paz County in a new
direction.

Mark Paterson (R)
Hello to Colorado River Indian Tribes.

Let me start by saying, I recognize
Tribal Sovereignty. I grew up here
in Parker. My name is Mark
Paterson and I am running for La
Paz County Supervisor District 2. It
is time for the county and town to
work with the Tribes. I believe I can
help make that so. The winds of

change are blowing and it is time for brave young
men and women to take leadership positions in their
respective governments. I am asking for the blessing
of the Tribes and I would appreciate the vote of Tribal
members who are in District 2.

Thank you, 
Mark Paterson
P.S.: The fair belongs at Four Corners, not Parker

South!

Douglas E. Taft (R)
I am candidate Douglas E. Taft

for La Paz County Supervisor
District 2. As a permanent resident
of Parker now and for many years
to come, I am aware of, interested
in, and concerned about the needs
and welfare of our county.

My experiences include an Associates Degree,

U.S. Army Veteran, dairy farm manager for 20 years,
small business owner/operator for 10 years, and La
Paz County Animal Control Officer.

My community service demonstrates commitment
to La Paz County — youth soccer league coach and
Board of Directors, volunteer handyman for Hospice
of Havasu, Methodist Church Board of Trustees,
highway clean-up volunteer, Chamber of Commerce
2002 “Man of the Year”, and Parker Rotary Club
member with 11 years perfect attendance.  I served
as President of Rotary from 2002-2003, Sergeant-at-
Arms, Foreign Exchange Student counselor and host,
Interact advisor, Rodeo Chairperson, Rotarian of the
Year-2004 and 2008, and grant writer for two
international projects.  

I have utilized my decision-making skills as dairy
farm manager, my leadership in Rotary, and my
ownership of a service business to help turn a
department of County Government into an efficient
service for the people of La Paz County.   In three
years, I have written grants, modernized the
department and developed a competent team which
has made other improvements while always
remaining under budget.

I believe these skills and experiences, along with
my commitment to serve, make me, Douglas E. Taft,
YOUR BEST CANDIDATE for La Paz county
Supervisor District 2.  

La Paz County Supervisor District 3

Holly Irwin (R)

Thomas C. “Topper” McReynolds (R)
My name is Thomas C. “Topper” McReynolds. I

am running for District 3 Supervisor. I was born in
1943 in an army camp in Salinas, California. My
mother and I returned shortly after to the long-time
family home in the small farming community of
Laveen, Arizona. 

After my wife Barbara and I married in 1964, we
continued to reside in Laveen until moving to Wenden
in 2003.

I have 35 years experience as a self-employed
businessman in the farming and ranching industry.
We began grazing cattle on the Black Mountain
Ranch, located on Alamo Lake Road, in 1992 and
purchased it in 1995.

I have 30 years experience dealing with large
corporations. I served on the Laveen Elementary
School Board for four years, and also the Selective
Service Board for eight years. I was a Maricopa
County 4-H Livestock Auction Committee Member,
and 4-H Leader for five years. I graduated from
Phoenix College with an Associate Arts Degree with
an emphasis on business. I have also been a
baseball and softball coach, from t-ball through semi-
pro.

If I am elected, my goals would be:
• Settling the Yakima lawsuit, so that the county

can move forward.
• Hiring of a full-time County Manager.
• Promote new business development by actively

pursuing desirable business. 
• Improve county services to better serve the

public.
• Make decisions in a sensible manner, not in a

political manner.

Verlyn Michel (R)
Michael Roth (R)

James “Jim” L. Slawson (D)
My name is James (Jim) L. Slawson and I am

seeking the position of District 3 Supervisor for LaPaz
County.

I have been a resident of Salome since May
2003.  Since that time, I have been active in many
community activities and am currently serving as
Commissioner for La Paz County Planning and
Zoning Board as well as Commissioner for the Board
of Adjustment.  Being active in the community keeps
me informed of changes that are happening within
our area.  

Currently, my wife and I own Slawson and
Associates, a business located in Salome, where we
do insurance, accounting, and septic inspections.  We
have been in business for over 15 years.

Prior to retiring, I worked for the U.S. Postal
Service for 30 years, serving as carrier through and
including Station Manager.  While a supervisor within
the Postal Service, supervised from 50 to 150
employees on a daily basis, as well as keeping within
budgetary constraints.  The budget was a multi-
million budget – from employees to vehicles and
everything in between.

My volunteer positions currently include
President, Tri-Valley Improvement Association.  We
were recently awarded a CDBG grant for a
community center in the McMullen Valley and humbly
accepted CRIT’s gracious donation of monies for the
HVAC systems.  We thank you very much for that!
Also, I am Past President of the Governing Board for
the First Baptist Church of Salome, and very active
with our local chamber of commerce.

I look forward to serving La Paz County as
District 3 Supervisor.

La Paz County Sheriff

Hal Collett (R)
It is a great honor for me, Sheriff Hal Collett, to

inform the readers of the Manataba
Messenger that I am seeking re-
election as Sheriff of La Paz
County.

My family and I have enjoyed
living in Parker for 37 years. My
wife, Nancy, has been a teacher at
Blake Primary for over 25 years.

Our five children grew up here and attended the local
schools. We all have a clear understanding of the
needs of the Reservation as well as the surrounding
communities and commitment to working together to
make it an even better place to live for all our children
and for our future.

My educational background helped me to provide
the best possible service to all of La Paz County,
which includes the Colorado River Indian
Reservation. 

I have an Associates’ Degree in Police Science, a
Bachelor’s Degree in both Management and
Administration of Justice, and I graduated from both
the Arizona Law Enforcement Academy and the
National FBI Academy. As a certified instructor for
Arizona Western College, I provided the training in
different areas of law enforcement, mainly in
underwater rescue. 

I trained all local law enforcement and fire
departments, which includes CRIT Police and Fire, as
certified divers for La Paz County.

I believe that my experiences, educational
background and involvement with the community
have proven that I am the most qualified candidate
for Sheriff. 

I ask that you allow me to continue to provide La
Paz County with the best possible service.

Donald Lowery (D)
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La Paz County Attorney

Martin Brannan (R)
Talk is cheap and actions speak louder than

words. As cliché as those sayings are, they are more
than true when it comes to the rhetoric of the
candidates for La Paz County Attorney.
Who stepped up in 2003 when the Tribes was without
a prosecutor and took the job on for less than a
fourth of what the Tribes were paying for casework?
Who stepped up when the Tribes’ current hourly
casework prosecutor was unable to appear to keep a
homicide suspect behind bars? How much is the
Tribes’ current casework prosecutor charging per
hour and what, exactly, are the Tribes getting for that
fee? Who has continuously been a public prosecutor
throughout his or her legal career? 

Who led the La Paz County Task Force from near
dissolution to being a self-sustaining agency which is,
for the first time in about a decade, ready and able to
assist the Tribes in sweeping non-Tribal drug dealers
off the reservation? Who is working with all agencies
— town, county, state and Tribal — to protect all of La
Paz County’s children from being endangered by
drugs? Who has prosecuted cases in every court in
La Paz County; presented argument to the CRIT
Court of Appeals, the Arizona Court of Appeals and
the Arizona Supreme Court; and handled thousands
of criminal cases and tried scores of felony cases to
juries?

Ask for the facts. Then vote to re-elect Martin
Brannan, the candidate with real experience, real
dedication and real commitment.

Kathy Field (D)
As a candidate for County

Attorney, I must, of course,
possess all the education,
experience, and credentials
necessary for the office.  I
practiced as a Deputy County
Attorney for over 14 years in
Arizona county attorney offices as
well as over 25 years as a practicing attorney in
Arizona.  I received my undergraduate degree with
highest distinction from the University of Arizona and
my Juris Doctorate from there as well.  These are
facts and figures.  But, you, the voter, deserve to
know so much more about a candidate.

My husband, Dan, and I have two children, ages
13 and 15, who have known nowhere else but La Paz
County as home.  I have felt the joy of our son as he
called plays on the football field for our local team.  I
have felt the pain as friends in our communities have
lost their loved ones.  

If I win this election for County Attorney, it will be
my duty to communicate with the people of La Paz
County and to hear what’s in their hearts.  Yes, the
laws of the State of Arizona form the boundaries of
the office.  But most importantly, common sense
needs to always be applied.  

If you trust to give your vote to me, I in return
promise commitment to you to respect and honor the
sense of community you want and hope for La Paz
County.          

Sam Vederman (R)
My name is Sam Vederman and I am running for

La Paz County Attorney. I have been an attorney for
eight years and a resident of Parker since 2005.

I have prosecuting experience with the City of
Mesa, Yuma County and La Paz County. My last
position with La Paz County was as the Chief Deputy
County Attorney where I gained valuable

administrative experience.
I have handled major felonies, complex DUI

matters and misdemeanors.
Since July 2007, I have had my own private law

practice in Parker which has included both civil and
criminal matters. In addition, while in private practice,
I have been a Special Prosecutor for the Colorado
River Indian Tribes. My varied legal experience in
both the public and private sector make me uniquely
qualified to be La Paz County Attorney. Even more
importantly, I have a proven track record of adhering
to the highest standards of professionalism, integrity
and dedication.

When I am the La Paz County Attorney, I will be
accessible, I will actively participate in the daily
operations of the office, I will work with other county
departments and I will open the lines of
communication with law enforcement.

I am asking for your vote. Vote Sam Vederman
for La Paz County Attorney.

La Paz County Assessor

William “Squeak” Kossnar (D)
Dear La Paz County Residents:
My name is William “Squeak” Kossnar, and I am

running for La Paz County Assessor. I have been a
frequent visitor to the Parker area since 1965, and
was finally able to move here full-time in 2003. Since
moving here many of my friends and neighbors have
been complaining about their property taxes. While
many of us have complained, we have not been able
to get positive results under the current regime, so I
decided to step up to the plate and see if I can make
a difference. I realize that the Assessor has a very
difficult job, evaluating and keeping taxes uniform and
fair.

The Arizona constitution requires that taxes be
uniform. However, some areas of the county have
had their taxes increased annually, while others have
been neglected.

La Paz County is very diversified and the state
regulations and statutes determine the percentage of
taxation for the various types of property, however
there are many exemptions and conditions which
may apply to individual properties.

I know I have a lot to learn, but being the new
guy, I believe that I have the energy and enthusiasm
to tackle this job. If elected, I will have an open-door
policy, and look forward to meeting as many of you
as possible.

George Nault  (R)
For sixteen years George Nault has faithfully

served as the La Paz County Assessor and as your
current Assessor is ready to do it again.

Throughout his 16 years in office Mr. Nault has
received many Attendance Certificates from the
Arizona Department of Revenue for attending
seminars and workshops in the appraisal field. He
has consistently attended legislative conferences
throughout the years and has always shared the
information with La Paz County taxpayers. Getting
the taxpayer informed has always been his number
one priority.

Mr. Nault has a long list of qualifications and
accomplishments but even with all that, what makes
even a better County Assessor is someone who puts
the fair and best interest of the taxpayer first. 

Someone who keeps consistent office hours, and
is always willing to meet with taxpayers to answer
their questions and concerns and if needed explain,
educate and repeat so the taxpayer understands the
often complex valuation and taxation process and
how it works, or in some cases doesn’t work.  

If you have ever met Mr. Nault you know he is not

the shiest man you’ll ever meet, nor is he ever at a
loss for words, he tells it like it is.  

I am sure not everyone appreciates him for that,
but he’s never been one to really care about being
the most popular guy in town — it has always been
about trying to do the right thing. Because when it’s
all said and done the only thing left is your character.

La Paz County Treasurer

Ellen Solper (D)

La Paz County School Superintendent

Janice Shelton (R)
I am seeking a second term as

La Paz County School
Superintendent in order to build
upon the progress made during my
first term. Besides fulfilling the
statutory responsibilities of the
office, some of the
accomplishments have included:

• Increased communication among all school
districts via monthly administrator meetings, quarterly
newsletter, and a website.

• Increased support for districts as they meet
fiscal and educational challenges that are continually
changing.

• Increased local professional development
opportunities for teachers, staff, and administrators
which saves travel costs while providing ongoing
local support based on district needs.

• Establishment of a county Teacher of the Year
Recognition Program.

• Increased advocacy at the Arizona Department
of Education and with Legislators to address the
specific needs of our rural schools.

I am a true believer that much more can be
accomplished when people respect each other and
work together.  

It has been a privilege to work with the
administrators, teachers, staff, school board
members, and citizens around the county as we
collaborate to provide the best education for our kids.  

My office staff is small but mighty in the efforts
and support they provide to the school districts and in
meeting all the responsibilities of this office. Thank
you! I encourage everyone to become fully educated
on the candidates and issues. Your voice is important
— make it heard by voting on September 2nd and
November 4th.  I appreciate your past support and
look forward to serving you in the future.

La Paz County Recorder

Shelly Baker (R)

Constable JP #4

None

Constable JP #5

None

Constable JP #6

W.D. “Buddy” Rapp (R)

State Senator – District No. 3

Ron Gould (R)
Mary Landahl (D)
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State Senator – District No. 24

Amanda Aguirre (D)
Western Arizona is a place of wonder, beauty and

opportunity. We are blessed by a
warm and inviting climate, great
natural resources, and a location
that makes us the center of
economic activity between Arizona,
California and Mexico.

As a 21-year Yuma resident, I
am proud of my contributions to our
area, both as a member of the
State Senate and as CEO/President of the Regional
Center for Border Health. My work in healthcare
helped areas that might otherwise lack access to
doctors and health professionals. My service on the
Governor's Homeland Security Council has allowed
me to help improve the security of border
communities. I worked with the business community
to foster economic growth and help our growers and
border industries obtain access to the markets they
serve, and secure the labor force they need to grow
and prosper.

We face enormous challenges in the Legislature.
We need leaders with the skills to manage budgets in
lean economic times. We need to make intelligent
cuts that do not destroy the services we need. I am
proud of my record, and I look forward to continued
service as a member of the state Senate.

Jack Kretzer (G)
My name is John T. Kretzer, Jr.  Those who don’t

know me call me John and those who know me call
me Jack.

I was born and raised in Hannibal, Missouri in
1935 in the middle of the “Great Depression.” Had a

Mom and Dad and extended family
that taught me right and wrong, to
respect others, and to help others.

I hold a Bachelor Degree in Civil
Engineering from the University of
Missouri and have been a
Registered Professional Engineer
in six states: Missouri, Illinois,

Massachusetts, Arizona, Pennsylvania, and Michigan.
I began, as a Rodman with the Missouri State
Highway Department and was the Director of Public
Utilities for the city of St. Louis, Missouri.

Since arriving in Yuma on January 1, 1998, I
have become the eyes and ears of the public and
provide “ombudsman” assistance to those abused by
their government or at a loss as to how to protect
their civil rights and property rights.  In the role of
ombudsman I recently applied for and obtained the
serial number required for a referendum petition that
allowed the citizens and taxpayers of the city of Yuma
to challenge the decision of four elected officials to
incur a $100,000,000 debt for the benefit of a
Scottsdale-based company. This issue will be on the
November ballot.

In 2007 my friend, William Mendoza, Sr.
nominated me for “The Sun Citizen of the Year.”  Bill
is a Native American member of the Pascua Yaqui
Indian Tribe. JACK belongs to You.

State Representative – District No. 3

Pamela Durbin (D)

Doris Goodale (R)
As a native Arizonan, Doris Goodale’s roots are

firmly planted in rural Arizona. She understands the
values we share. As your representative Doris
Goodale will continue her lifelong commitment to
keep our families strong,  our communities safe and

prosperous. Doris Goodale is a principled
Conservative who will continue to fight Illegal
immigration, protect our water and improve
education.

Doris Goodale believes state spending must be
controlled and increased government revenues must
come from sustainable economic
growth which is in harmony with
our rural lifestyle, not increased
taxes. She will work to protect
private property rights and fight
unnecessary government
regulation. Doris is concerned with
the erosion of local control and will
work with our local officials and
citizens to solve community problems. 

Doris will fight for rural Arizona to promote tourism
and create an environment which nurtures business
development and in turn yield better paying jobs for
our communities. 

I will listen! “Hire me as your State Representative.
I will conduct myself with the highest level of personal
and professional integrity and be on the job, prepared
to execute the duties of the office and accountable to
you.” — Doris Goodale. Character and Integrity Do
Matter!

Trish Groe (R)
Dear Friend,
It has been an honor to serve as your voice in the

Arizona Legislature. As your State Representative, I
have worked hard to represent the values that are
important to you & your family. You have an important

decision to make in the upcoming
primary election. I am asking you
for two things. First, your
forgiveness. My actions in
struggling with an alcohol addiction
were inexcusable. I want to offer
my most heartfelt apology. With the
support of my family, my church,

and many good people, I have been sober for over a
year. I thank the Lord every day for my sobriety.

Second, I am asking for your vote in the
upcoming Republican primary. Our shared values,
individual freedoms & personal liberties are under
relentless attack at the State Capitol. I remain
committed to fighting these attempts so that Arizona
remains a great place to live & raise a family. Finally,
If you have any questions about me, my candidacy,
or even my struggle with alcohol addiction, please do
not hesitate to write, call or e-mail me. I would like to
hear from you.

Nancy McLain (R)

State Representative – District No. 24

Russ Jones (R)
Lynne Pancrazi (D)
Theresa Ulmer (D)

Corporation Commissioner

John M. Allen (R)
Rick Fowlkes (R)
Sam George (D) 
Joseph Hobbs (R)
Sandra Kennedy (D)
Kara Kelty (D)
Marian A. McClure (R)
Paul Newman (D)
Bob Robson (R)
Bob Stump (R)
Keith Swapp (R)
Barry Wong (R)

U.S. Representative District 7

Gene Chewning (R)
William Crum (G)

Powell Gammill (L) 
I have two core beliefs that I live my life by: I

believe that it is wrong for anyone to initiate force or
fraud upon another person. I expect others to respect
the same. I believe you must honor
any contract you voluntarily make
with another person. As long as
people follow these rules, I believe
anyone should be free to do
whatever they want in this world.
Who the heck are those people
who figure they have a right to your
earnings? Your children's lives?
Your property? Your life? To tell you what to do, how
to live and think, and what to believe? To demand
your obedience? To keep you living in fear? To keep
you dependent upon them for your life?

They are the Republicans and Democrats who
represent the Washington Party. Two sides of the
same coin. Two wings of the same chicken. Working
hand and hand to divide the spoils they have robbed
from all of us. When Russell Means ran for the
Libertarian Party Presidential nominee in 1988, he
warned the nation that those in power were trying to
turn the entire county into one vast Indian
reservation. Ruled by Washington, DC. Where
government controlled every decision everyone
made. With permission required for every action.

Well he was right. It is long past time to throw
government off the reservation! And to live your life
the way you decide to live your life. Freedom's the
Answer. What's the Question?

Raul Grijalva (D)
Within Congressional District 7, there are

seven native nations.  Through my tenure in
Congress, I have always seen each nation as a
sovereign government and dealt with each tribal
government to help improve direct access to the
federal government.

During my service in
Congress one of my proudest
moments was going to the
August 2, 2005 La Paz Lands
Restoration celebration.  It was
an honor to work with the
Colorado River Indian Tribe to
remind Congress of why this act

needed to pass and correct an injustice of 90
years.  The return of 15,375 acres is just the
beginning of proposals on which we can
collaborate.  

Among these issues is improved access to
healthcare with the reauthorization of the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act.  I support this
legislation and am working to encourage other
members to help pass through Congress.  We are
on the verge, in this Congress, to reauthorize this
vital enhancement in healthcare; however
reauthorization is not enough.  The federal
government must make a commitment to invest
financially in Indian health care, too.

CRIT has a great initiative to create a tribal
department of energy, the first of its kind which
would ensure the tribes energy self-
determination. 

It would be an honor to continue representing
District 7; I ask for your support and vote in
November.

Joseph Sweeney (R)
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Food, games highlight holiday

CRIT’s Fourth of July celebration was a big hit with
Tribal members this year. 

It took place in the evening on the Fourth of July,
and featured a variety of fun and games — including a
watermelon eating contest, a tug of war, water slides and
other events. The event took place at Manataba Park.

Photos courtesy of Valerie Welsh-Tahbo.

CRIT Fourth of July meant contests and fun
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Birthdays

• July 7: Happy Birthday to Candice “Nan”
Brenner. Hope you have a good one! We love
you. Mom, Yvette, Madolyn Lydia, David, Avery,
Lea, Quincy, Quenton Jr & Xavier.

• July 21: Happy Birthday to our co-worker
Franchesca “Chesca” Short. We know you’ll have
a GREAT time like always. From the CHR Staff
(Lydia, Debbie, Vikki, Mylene, Joe, Nate,
Thomas & Dee).

• July 24: We would like to wish a Happy
Birthday to our son/brotha/uncle, Brent Booth.
We all love you, Mom, Candi, Yvette, Madolyn
Lydia, David, Avery, Lea, Quincy, Jr. & X.

• July 29th: We would like to wish Happy 4th
Birthday to Mia Linae Stone. With lots of love
from Auntie Patty, Uncle Chuck, Kae, Tre, and
Danika Esquerra.

• September 15th: Happy Birthday to our
Auntie Bylli Esquerra. Have a great day. Love
your nieces Kae, Tre, Danika, and nephew
Jordan Esquerra.

• September: 15th: Happy Birthday to Bylli
Esquerra. Love Chuck and Patty Esquerra.

• September 23rd: We would like to wish
our daddy Chuck Esquerra a Happy Birthday.
We love with all our hearts. Love your
daughters, Kae (Naughty), Tre (Mammas),
Danika (Mam) and son Jordan Esquerra.

• I want to wish a Happy Birthday to Chuck.
I love you very much...Love Patty.

• July 26 — Happy Birthday to Fire Chief
Terrilynn "Kitty" Little. 

In Memory Of

• Iralynn “Lyn” Russell passed away in June
at the Arizona Heart Hospital in Phoenix. Her
mother is Sara Dock of the Muss clan of
Mohave-Chemehuevi descent, and her father
was Ira Edward Russell, who was Navajo-
Chemehuevi. She is survived by her mother,
Sara; her sons, Toney Reyes, William Gilchrist,
Kerrigon Russell; a daughter, Shayleen Russell;
and a brother, Manuel Russell. 

Iralynn was a homemaker in Parker, and
sold Mary Kay beauty products as well. She
enjoyed playing Keno, working with word
puzzles, listening to music, attending family
gatherings, working with ladies on their beauty
and skin care and being with friends and family. 

In her younger days she was chubby and
loved eating. She grew up too fast, and was a
new mother at 16. She raised her children alone
as best she could. She tried hard to keep them
near and protect them, and she never game up
on them. She learned to love each day after she
knew how sick she was. I grew close to her as a
friend and a sister. 

I would like to thank all her friends for
being there, everone for their kind words and
love, for those donations, gifts, support and
understanding. Especially Excel staff and
friends, CRIT CPS, Social Services and all the
Tribal departments. Mr. Grissom and his
church, and especially juvenile court staff for
helping my daughter find her most precious
gifts, her children. And all my beloved family,
whom I could not get through this loss alone.
Special thanks to Parker Funeral Home, CRIT
Mohave Singers, Sam Evanston, Harry
Hammond, Jr., Larry Eddy, CRIT Tribal
Council, Courts, Behavioral Health, PACE, and
all other family and friends. 

• In loving memory of Joel Eric Yazzie –
Sunrise June 26, 1950 Sunset March 24, 2006

My Love, it has been over two years since
you left us but not a day goes by that we think
about you. You are forever in our hearts and
always will be. You took me and the kids in like
they were you own and gave us everything we
needed. Not only were we together for 20 years
but you also helped your mother raise your
siblings and their children since you were
thirteen; we are forever thankful for your hard
work. You will always be my HUSBAND and the
kid’s DAD and our grandchildren’s PAPA JOEL.
Everyday the grandchildren remember how you
use to spoil them like you spoiled the kids and
we have to listen to them say, “Grandpa used to

get us this.” Me and the kids are very happy that
our grandchildren got to know their grandpa,
except Avery but we know you look down on us
from time to time and we know he knows you.
Forever we will keep your memory alive. We are
glad that you are not lonely up there, we know
you and your grandma, mom, dad and other
relatives are happy to be together again and you
guys are no longer in any pain. We are the
selfish ones in pain because we want YOU here
with us. One day we will be together again.
Until then you are in ALL OF OUR HEARTS!
We Love & Miss You, Iris, Brent, Candi, Lea,
Yvette, Alec, Madolyn, Bree, David, Quenton Jr.,
Xavier, Ty & Avery.

• In Memory of Patronella Swick
January 8, 1939-July 09, 2007

Although you always told us "Remember,
someday it will be my turn" and tried to prepare
us, as children you never want to believe that it
will happen...but I believe in order to make us
stronger God felt he needed to break our hearts
to learn not to take things, people and
especially a mother's love for granted.

Thank you to family and friends that have
made this year bearable by providing a
sympathetic ear, strong shoulders and the
occasional hug. Loving thanks to my brother
Scoots who is my silent rock, the guys of the
CRIT Fire Dept., Kitty Little for her
unconditional support, Uncle Vance who all I
have to do is ask if I need help - I know your
there for us always, Courtney for being there for
me and Tracie always, Shelly for understanding
my silence and sadness sometimes and HM3
for all your understanding.

— Ingrid Stanley

—————————

The Manataba Messenger welcomes
submissions for birthdays, graduations,
announcements, obituaries, weddings and other
family news. You may send submissions to
feedback@critonline.com.

Birthdays and Announcements

CRIT Briefs
News from around the

CRIT Reservation
Fire season has been slow

It’s been a slow 2008 for wildfires so far,
thanks to wet conditions in the winter and a
decent Monsoon season so far.  However, CRIT
Fire Chief Terrilynn Little said that could change
if the rains dry up.

Little said that the CRIT Fire Department has
been “a little busy” so far this year, but not due to
wildfires on the CRIT Reservation. Instead, she
said that most of their work has been the result of
farmers and property owners burning on their
lands without permission. 

Little wanted to remind CRIT members of the
policies has toward controlled burning on
farmland or other reservation lands. 

Controlled burns may only be conducted
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. on

weekdays. No burns are allowed on weekends. 
Those interested in controlled burns must

contact CRIT Fire first at (928) 662-4388 to check
if it is a burn day (weather permitting).

They must also be prepared to:
• Give the location of the controlled burn.
• Give information on items being burned.
• Provide information on the personnel

burning, along with a call back number.
• There must be a good water source, and

someone must monitor the burn at all times. 

Native Days, Miss CRIT coming

The annual Native American Days celebration
for 2008 is scheduled for the first week in
October. The event will feature the traditional
parade in downtown Parker, a barbeque, the
annual Native American baby contest and
traditional dancing. 

Due to budget constraints this year, the
budget for the celebration will be scaled back,
but nevertheless, spectators should still be able to

share in their cultures enjoy the food stands and
have great fun. 

Also, the annual Miss CRIT contest will be
held as part of the Native American Days festival.
The deadline for applying for the Miss CRIT
Contest is August 22. 

The 2008-09 47th Annual Miss CRIT Royalty
Board of Directors are gearing up for this year's
pageant competitions for girls and young ladies
from the ages 6-24, slated to take place along with
CRIT's Native American Days celebration the first
week in October.

Added to this year's program is a Mrs./Ms.
MoChemHoNa 2008. The contest is open to
women who are 60+ years of age and a tribal
member. Contestants will be judged on, but not
limited to, traditional dress modeling and
traditional talent. 

For clarification, the Miss MoChemHoNa
contest is NOT a year long reign but a title the
winner will hold only for the duration of the
celebration. For more information, contact
Valerie at (928) 669-1223.



— rent for the Water Wheel property since 2000.
It also ruled in CRIT’s favor on a number of
other lease term violations. 

And, the Court agreed with CRIT that Water
Wheel and Johnson’s actions have caused the
Tribes to suffer economically. 

The order reinforces CRIT’s authority to evict
Water Wheel and Johnson, as well as recovering
the rent owed by Water Wheel and Johnson, legal
fees and compensatory damages. 

“We’re pleased with the Trial Court’s ruling
in this case and will continue with our efforts to
evict Water Wheel and Mr. Johnson and recover
the revenues that rightly belong to our people,”
said Tribal Chairman Daniel Eddy, Jr.

“Mr. Johnson and several of his cohorts have
made it clear that they do not respect Tribal
sovereignty and wish to make a land grab on
CRIT’s properties in California. We will not
tolerate, nor would any local, county, state,
federal or tribal government tolerate, such
actions by Mr. Johnson or anyone else that would
come to their lands and deprive the owners of
what is rightfully theirs. 

“This ruling is gratifying for CRIT because it
once again shows that we will fight — successfully
— to protect the property and rights of our
people against those who would seek economic

gain at our expense.  And we will not stand for
any enterprise – tribal or non-tribal – that seeks
to deny our people the revenues that pay for our
schools, elder services and vital health programs,”
Eddy, Jr. said.  

Johnson twice tried to get the Arizona
Federal District Court to intervene and remove
the case from Tribal Court. Both times the
Federal Court refused to do so and instead held
that Water Wheel and Johnson must exhaust
remedies in Tribal Courts (both Trial and Court
of Appeals) before coming to federal court.

Eddy said that the action taken against
Johnson and his Water Wheel company do not
carry over to the subtenants of the Water Wheel
property who comply with their lease
agreements. The vast majority of individuals and
businesses on the CRIT Reservation abide by
Tribal laws, and CRIT continues to enjoy good
working relationships with them. Those in
compliance with Tribal law will not face eviction
or other action, and CRIT wants to continue to
work with those tenants in the future.

“However, CRIT intends to take action
against all non-compliant tenants — both
commercial and individual — on the California
portion of the Reservation,” Eddy Jr. said. “We
owe it to the people of CRIT to make sure that
we protect our lands and our economic future
from those who refuse to honor their agreements
with the Tribes, and we will aggressively work in
the future to remedy those situations.” 
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The Manataba Messenger is a
publication of the Colorado River

Indian Tribes. 
If you have a question, story idea,

suggestion, letter to the editor or
anything else you’d like to see in the
Manataba Messenger, call or write us...

26600 Mohave Road 
Parker, AZ  85344
(928) 669-1233 or 

(928) 669-1223
feedback@critonline.com 

Also, for a comprehensive listing of
key tribal information, back issues of The
Manataba Messenger, tourism information
and other CRIT Tribal information, visit
the Tribes’ web site:

www.critonline.com

Don’t forget the 
October photo contest!
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We Want To Hear From You!

Advertise With Us!
Now you can reach the 3,800

members of the Colorado River
Indian Tribes directly. Manataba

Messenger, the official publication of
CRIT, is distributed by mail to all

members and at newsstands at
prominent locations throughout the

Parker area, including the BlueWater
Resort & Casino. 

For more information, please call
(928) 669-1233 or 669-1223.

Remember: You can
always visit us at

www.critonline.com!

RULING,
From Page 1

computer lab and network server.
• Creating adequate space for the tribal

archives.
There is also a new circulation desk in the

front lobby and added shelving for the collection.
The CRIT Museum, which formerly shared

the building with the Library, is moving to a new

location in downtown Parker as well.
The Library will be celebrating it's 50th

Anniversary on October 3. Activities include a
special program with food.

During this time the library will have an open
house for everyone to see the newly renovated
space.

More details on the open house event will be
included in the next issue of the Manataba
Messenger, and will also be provided on the
Library’s web site at www.critlibrary.com.

LIBRARY,
From Page 1


